Friends of Southwest La Plata Library District Bylaws
Adopted January 14, 2020

ARTICLE I: NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Friends of Southwest La Plata (SWLP) Library District, hereafter called Friends.

ARTICLE II: MISSION STATEMENT
The Friends of Southwest La Plata Library District is an independent non-profit volunteer organization working to further the educational and informational needs of the community serviced by the Fort Lewis Mesa Library and Sunnyside Library by providing supplemental financial and volunteer support for those materials and activities the library district requires to meet their objectives.

ARTICLE III: PURPOSE
Section 1: The Friends are committed to:
· Assisting the Southwest La Plata Library District fulfill community needs through their work at the Ft. Lewis Mesa (FLM) Library and Sunnyside (SS) Library.
· Contributing to library-wide projects and goals through careful administration of vested funds.
· Supporting the creative efforts of the library staff to enrich the lives of the community.
· Focusing attention on the resources and services that the libraries offer.
· Continuing the growth of the Friends by cultivating an active membership.
· Advocating for the library district and its interests.
Section 2: It is the responsibility of the Friends to administer and invest funds raised, donated, granted or endowed for the benefit of the SWLP library district and the public interest.
Section 3: It is recognized that the administration of the FLM and SS libraries are vested in the SWLP Library District Board of Directors, and the Library Director.
Section 4: Friends funding is supplementary in nature. Friends funds should not be used to supplant or replace expenses that are the responsibility of the SWLP library district.

ARTICLE IV:  MEMBERSHIP
Membership in this organization shall be open to individuals, organizations and businesses that are in sympathy with the purpose of the Friends. One or more membership categories shall be determined by the Board of Directors. Dues shall be set by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V: DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Section 1: Dues are payable on or before December 31 of each year.  The membership year is January 1-December 31.
Section 2: The Friends Board shall set dues for each of various classes of membership.
Section 3: All dues and contributions shall be made payable to the Friends of Southwest La Plata Library District.

ARTICLE VI: OFFICERS OF THE FRIENDS
Section 1: The officers of the Friends organization shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer.  
Section 2: The President shall preside at all meetings, including annual meetings and Board of Directors meetings. The President shall be the Chief Executive of the organization and shall direct the administration of business of the organization with the advice of the Library Director and the Library Board of Directors.
Section 3: The Vice President shall preside in the absence of the President and shall perform such duties as requested by the President. In the event of the resignation, incapacitation or death of the President, the Vice President shall then become President for the remainder of that term of office.
Section 4: The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping all non-financial records of the organization and shall keep a correct record of meetings of the organization and conduct correspondence as required.
Section 5: The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining financial records of the organization including an accurate record of all funds received, disbursed and on hand, and shall submit a current, audited financial statement at the annual meeting and at other times with a frequency determined by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII: THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1: The Board of Directors is made up of the Officers of the Friends, along with at least two other individuals to be known as Friends Directors and committee chairpersons.  The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of this organization and shall manage the general business of the Friends Organization.
Section 2: The officers of the Friends shall be elected at each annual meeting and shall serve 2-year term which shall be concurrent with the fiscal year of the organization.
Section 3: The Friends Directors shall be elected at each annual meeting.  There shall be a number of Directors determined by the board each year with half serving 1-year terms and half serving 2-year terms to provide continuity to the board.
Section 4: The Nominating Committee shall be composed of three (3) members, with the Vice President presiding.  The committee shall submit nominations for officers one month prior to the annual meeting.  Nominations from the floor shall also be accepted with the nominee’s consent.
Section 5: In the event of a vacancy in any elected position, the General Membership—by a majority vote, may elect a member to fill the position for the unexpired term.
Section 6:  The Board of Directors shall meet at the call of the President. Four members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. Each director shall have one vote and all questions before the Board of Directors shall be decided by a majority vote of all the directors present at a meeting for which there is a quorum.  The Library Director shall be an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII: COMMITTEES
Section 1: The Board of Directors shall have the authority to establish and dissolve committees to conduct activities consistent with the purpose of the organization. The President shall have the authority to appoint and remove chairpersons of standing and ad-hoc committees.
Section 2: The President is an ex-officio member of all committees except for any Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE IX: MEETINGS
Section 1: The Friends organization shall meet annually on a date determined by the Board of Directors, for the purpose of election of officers and Friends directors, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come before the meeting. Public notice shall be made prior to the meeting.
Section 2: Nominations for officers and Friends Directors may be made from the general membership. No one shall be nominated without his/her consent.
Section 3: The Board of Directors shall meet at least six (6) times each year, and at other times called by the President or by any three (3) directors, one of whom must be an Officer of the Friends, or by petition of 10% of the general membership.
Section 4: Ten members present, and four members of the Board voting (as defined by Article VII, Section 6) shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business of the organization at all general membership meetings.
Section 5: Each member shall have one vote and all elections and questions shall be decided by a majority vote of all members present at a meeting for which there is a quorum, unless otherwise specified in these bylaws.
Section 6: The rules contained in the current edition of  Robert's Rules of Order, revised shall govern all proceedings of the organization, the Board of Directors and committees unless they are not consistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the Friends may adopt.
Section 7: In the case of family membership, two (2) adult members shall be eligible to vote.
Section 8: Email, proxy and absentee voting shall not be permitted.

Article X: FUNDS AND LIABILITY
Section 1: Adequate books of account shall be maintained by the Treasurer who shall be responsible thereof. The disbursement of funds from Friends accounts must be authorized by signature of the Treasurer and one other officer.
Section 2: The Board of Directors shall appoint an auditing committee to engage the services of a Certified Public Accountant to prepare an audit at five to ten-year intervals and a review at least once every other year.
Section 3: No member of the Friends organization shall be liable except for unpaid dues; and no personal liability shall in any event be attached to any member in connection with any of its undertakings.
Section 4: The fiscal year of this organization shall be from January 1-December 31.

Article IX: AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended at any general membership meeting having a quorum, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, provided that prior public notice of the proposed amendment/revision was provided to the general membership.

Article X: ACTIVITIES AND DISSOLUTION
Section 1: Notwithstanding any other provisions of these bylaws, the Friends are organized exclusively for one or more of the following purposes: charitable, literary, or educational pursuits within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
Section 2:  No substantial part of the activities of the Friends organization shall be carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation (except as otherwise provided by Internal Revenue code Section 501(h), or participating in, or intervening in (including the publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.
Section 3: No part of net earnings of the Friends organization shall inure to the benefit of any member, director, or officer of the organization, or any private individual (except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered to or for the organization), and no member, director,  or other officer shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the assets upon dissolution of the Friends organization.
Section 4: In the event of dissolution of the organization, the assets of the organization shall be distributed to the SWLP Library district if it is then an exempt organization under the provision of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. If the Library is unable, or unwilling, or ineligible to receive the assets, they will be distributed to one or more of another non-profit, cultural or educational organization in the Southwest La Plata district to be selected by a majority of the Directors at the time of dissolution.
Section 5: Friends of Southwest La Plata Library District does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations.


_______________________________________          _______________________________________
President: 					         Vice-President: 


_______________________________________         _______________________________________
Treasurer:					        Secretary:  Kimberlee Yeargin
